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LON G. TIGHE 


Vice-president and district manager Ohio Edison, who was voted 
Akron’s “Man of the Year” for his conspicuous community service 
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A MAESTRO OF POWER 


WIFT and responsive as the strings and brasses 


of a great orchestra, power moves beneath this 
man’s finger tips. Electric power, varied at his 
will from the crashing force of ten thousand 
sledges to the delicate pianissimo that pares a 
hairbreadth from a piece of steel. And so, from 
the machine that obeys this man’s bidding rolls 
forth the symphony of American industry mor 
goods for more peopl at less cost. 


This man is typical of the millions of American 
workmen who, with the machines they direct, set 
Today the 
mechanical power in the hands of each factory 


the tempo of American industry 


worker is four times what it was 50 years ago. 


As a result, the amount that each worker can ptt 
duce has more than doubled. And_ because it 
produces more, he has more. 

That is why five out of six American familis 
own radios, why four out of five have automobiles 
whv one out of three owns an electric refrigerat0! 
That is why America has today the highest stan 
ard of living the world has ever known. 


Yes, this is an old story to us in the clectritt 
industry. But we think it bears telling again ay 
again, if only to emphasize the need for your (ot 
tinued recognition of the part played by clectrit# 
manufacturers who develop, apply, and yuild fo! 
the future. 


G-E research and engineering have saved the public from ten to one hundred dollars 


for every dollar they have earned tor General Electric 
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Utility Mutual Service Units Get 
Application Approval from SEC 


Six companies found to be rendering services to operating systems on 
a cost basis — SEC rules that any changes in organizations or types 
of services must be reported — Action part of utility act 


Outlining conditions under which 
mutual service companies must operate, 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion last week approved the applica- 
tions of six organizations as mutual 
service companies for utility systems. 

In approving the applications the 
SEC found that the organizations were 
serving the operating companies on a 
cost basis and allocating the costs 
specifically where it could be done 
without undue expense. 


Approve mutual units 


The mutual service companies ap- 
proved were: 

Commonwealth & Southern Corpora- 
tion of New York for the Common- 
wealth & Southern system. 

Engineers Public Service Co., Inc., 
for the Engineers Public Service sys- 
tem. 

Gas Advisers, Inc., for all of the util- 
ity subsidiaries of Cities Service Co., 
except the Ozark Utilities Co. and 
Cities Service Power & Light system. 

Electric Advisers, Inc., for certain 
of the associated companies in the 
Cities Service Power & Light system. 

Federal Advisers, Inc., as service 
company for Federal Light & Traction 
system. 

Northeastern Water & Electric Serv- 
ice Corp. of New York as subsidiary 
service company for the Northeastern 
Water & Electric system, of which, the 
SEC said, Associated Gas & Electric 
Co. acquired indirect control in 1937. 


In the case of the mutual service 
company, Commonwealth & Southern 
Corp., the SEC ruled that in the event 
of any contemplated changes in its or- 
ganization, the types of companies to 
be serviced, scope of service or method 
of allocating costs, the applicant first 
must obtain commission approval. The 
company has an authorized capital of 
$500,000. 


Must file reports 
The SEC ruled that Engineers Pub- 


lic Service Co., Inc., the service com- 
pany for the system, must, at the time 
of filing its annual report, file a sup- 
plemental report, each year listing the 
services and the cost thereof, which 
may be received in the preceding year 
by it from Stone & Webster Engineer- 
ing Corp. and Stone & Webster Serv- 
ice Corp., or any other person or com- 
pany associated or affiliated with Stone 
& Webster, Inc. 

In approving the application of Gas 
Advisers, Inc., the SEC ruled that its 
capitalization be reduced to $50,000. 
The capital of Electric Advisers, the 
SEC ruled, must be reduced to $200,- 
000. The SEC also imposed the con- 
ditions that thirty days after the com- 
mission rules on the application of 
Cities Service Co. for exemption under 
the utility act the effectiveness of the 
approval of the application of the two 
service companies terminates. 

Applications of the service companies 
were filed under Section 13 of the 


utility holding company act of 1935, 
which provided that after April 1, 1936, 
it would be unlawful for mutual service 
companies to provide services to utili- 
ties unless they came under the rules 
of the commission. Registration of the 
mutual service companies did not get 
under way until after the Supreme 
Court upheld the registration provisions 
of the act in its decision last year in 


the Electric Bond & Share case. 


Act Enables Newport 
to Own Utility Unit 


The recent bid by the Narragansett 
Electric Co. for the purchase of the 
Newport Electric Corp. has been de- 
clined by Stone & Webster & Blodget 
of Boston, who hold an option on the 
common stock, according to William 
P. Sheffield, president and treasurer 
of the Newport company. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Sheffield 
that he had received a letter from 
Charles T. Adams, trustee in bank- 
ruptcy of Utilities Power & Light, of 
which Newport Electric is a subsidiary, 
approving a program suggested by 
Stone & Webster & Blodget under 
which customers of the Newport com- 
pany might have a chance to buy and 
control the company. 

Under an enabling act introduced 
in the General Assembly last week 
the city of Newport would be permitted 
to acquire the property of the New- 
port company for operation as a 
municipal utility. 


Start Work on Steam Plant 


Work on the $10,000,000 steam plant 
of the Duke Power Co. near Cliffside, 
N. C., started January 16. The plant 
will require approximately 18 months 
for construction. 
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KITCHEN ACTIVITY—Manufacturers’ representatives and distributors recently met with Georgia utility men in Atlanta to map 
plans for the Modern Kitchen Bureau’s spring activity 


Left to right, seated—Harry Giles, Graybar Electric; C. W. 
Lehner, Westinghouse Electric Supply Co.; O. M. Jackson, Georgia 
Power; Collier Helms, Peaslee-Gaulbert Co. ; 
R. F. Dotson, Crane Co.; J. F. Gordey, Beck & Gregg Hardware 
Co.; W. D. V. Hopkins, Hopkins Equipment Co.; Herman Crout, 


W.. J. 


Morley and 


Standing, left to right—E. E. Bocock, Frigidaire; S. M. Davison, 
Westinghouse; H. A. Smeaton, Georgia Power; F. B. Williams, 
Edison General Electric Appliance Co.; Howard Peacock, Genera] 
Electric Supply Co.; E. W. Welsh, Monarch distributor; J. M. 
Walker, General Electric; W. D. Alexander, W. D. Alexander 


H. C. Biglin Company; J. J. Perry, Economy Electric Supply Co.; B. F. Weadock, Jr., Modern Kitchen Bureau, and Bob 


Company. 


Lowe, Georgia Power. 





New Service Planned 


for Adequate Wiring 


Free consultation and planning serv- 
ice is now available to the public na- 
tionally through 200 local adequate 
wiring bureaus, W. E. Sprackling, vice- 
president of Anaconda Wire & Cable 
Co., and chairman of the National 
Adequate Wiring Bureau, stated last 
week at a meeting at the Roosevelt 
Hotel, New York. 

Mr. Sprackling pointed out that “ex- 
pert assistance is needed to enable 
householders to make the most advan- 
tageous and economical use of elec- 
trical service and the equipment they 
now own.” He said that many hazards, 
losses and inconveniences result from 
inadequate home wiring. 

It was stated by Mr. Sprackling that 
under the National Adequate Wiring 
Bureau program free planning services 
and advice are offered so that home 
wiring may be brought up to minimum 
adequacy and increasing use of elec- 
tricity in the home. 


Nebraska Municipal Group 
Seeks Hydro Legislation 


The Nebraska Legislature has been 
asked by the Nebraska League of 
Municipalities to make several amend- 
ments to the bill authorizing the crea- 
tion of hydro-electric generating plants, 
to which the management of Tri-County 
and other districts have consented. 

The amendment would give the cities 
the right to condemn the properties of 
hydro plants within their limits; pro- 
vides for the creation of the plants as 
public corporations rather than _politi- 
cal subdivisions; would enable munici- 
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palities to purchase utilities within their 
borders; gives the state jurisdiction 
over all electric rates, except that cities 
retain local control, and forbids any 
wholesale energy contract to extend 
more than five years without a vote by 
the people. Taxation of hydro plants 
would be limited to purchased proper- 
ties, while the rural public power dis- 
tricts agree to taxation of their proper- 
ties constructed out of federal funds. 
e 


Guntersville Gates Closed; 
Speed Power Installations 


Filling of Guntersville reservoir, Ala- 
bama, began this week when the eight- 
een gates were closed, John B. Bland- 
ford, Jr., general manager of the TVA. 
announced. As the result of favorable 
working conditions and a smoothly op- 
erating construction program, the clos- 
ing of the dam was effected six weeks 
earlier than scheduled, the official an- 
nouncement stated. 

The schedule for the installation of 
three power generating units at Gun- 
tersville has been speeded. It is ex- 
pected that the first unit will be in serv- 
ice by October 1, 1939, the second two 
months later, and the third in another 
two months. Each of these turbines 
has a capacity of 34,000 hp. Space is 
provided for a fourth. 


G.E. Television Transmitter 


A television transmitter, with an out- 
put of 10 kw., will be put into opera- 
tion within the next three months by 
General Electric, according to Chester 
H. Lang, manager of broadcasting. It 
is to be built at Indian Ladder in the 
Helderberg Hills, 12 miles from Sche- 
nectady, N. Y. 


Kitchen Group Sales 
Due to Exceed Quota 


Utilities and dealers who _partici- 
pated in the Modern Kitchen Bureau's 
“Discovery Month” activity in October 
report sales for that month totaling 
21,012 electric ranges and 6,399 water 
heaters, according to a_ preliminary 
compilation by the bureau. 

These include sales of 20,464 ranges 
and 6,134 water heaters by 128 com- 
panies whose range quotas for the cam- 
paign totaled 23,619 and whose water 
heater quotas totaled 6,016. In addition, 
thirteen small utilities have so far re- 
ported 548 ranges and 265 heater sales. 

It was reported that of the 187 utili- 
ties which enlisted in the drive, 59, or 
almost one-third of the companies, have 
not yet submitted their figures. It was 
said that indications are that the na 
tional quotas of 30,000 ranges and 
8,000 water heaters will be exceeded. 

Regional directors who will serve in 
1939 are: E. W. Ashmead, Tennessee 
Electric Power; A. A. Brown, Okla: 
homa Gas & Electric; G. B. Buck, Pub 
lic Service Company of Colorado; 
C. A. Collier, Georgia Power; Julius 
Daniels, Boston Edison; R. E. Fisher, 
Pacific Gas & Electric; R. C. Geppert, 
Nebraska Power; H. A. Keys, Public 
Utility Engineering & Service Corp. 
C. H. Leatham, Monongahela West Penn 
Public Service; L. A. Lewis, Washing- 
ton Water Power; A. V. S. Lindsley, 
Connecticut Light & Power; A. C. Mc 
Micken, Portland General Electric; 
R. B. Roberts, Jr., Florida Power & 
Light; W. S. Schmidt, Buffalo, Niag: 
ara & Eastern Power Corp.; B. 4 
Seiple, Jersey Central Power & Light; 
S. P. Vecker, Carolina Power & Light: 
H. E. Young, Northern States Powet- 
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New England Fights Government 
Power and Flood-Control Plan 


Representative Rankin admits “‘i 


nsertion” of Barkley amendment to 


Flood Control Act “‘to develop New England power’ — Governor 
Aiken leads New England states in defense of attack on states’ rights 


Development of hydro-electric power 
in the New England states was stated 
this week to be primary reason for “in- 
serting” the Barkley amendment in the 
Flood-Control Act of 1938, which per- 
mitted the federal government to ac- 
quire land for flood-control purposes 
without first securing the state’s per- 
mission. 

“Tt was written in my office and we 
had it inserted so that we could de- 
velop the power in the New England 
states.” admitted Mississippi’s Repre- 
sentative John E. Rankin. 

It was this act which precipitated the 
states’ right fight, begun by Governor 
Aiken of Vermont, which last week 
reached the House. Governor Aiken 
has actively opposed the Administra- 
tion’s attempt to wrest flood control 
from the New England states for some 
time. This opposition came to a head 
two weeks ago when Secretary of War 
Woodring announced that the govern- 
ment would equip three flood-control 
dams in the Connecticut and Merri- 
mac basins for hydro-electric develop- 
ment. The dams were to be built at 
Franklin Falls, N. H.; Union Village, 
Vt., and Knightsville, Mass. The Sec- 
retary proposed that the land be ac- 
quired under the Flood-Control Act. 


Governors join Aiken 


Governor Aiken asked the Vermont 
Legislature for, and received, a “de- 
fense fund” of $67,500 for fighting off 
any federal “encroachment.” He said 
he was not opposed to flood control or 
power development, but did want an 
agreement, in writing, between the 
state and federal governments as to 
what should be done. 

He was shortly joined in his fight by 
the governors of the five other New 
England states. The group planned a 
permanent organization, with Governor 
Saltonstall of Massachusetts as head, 
to fight any loss of state rights in the 
food-control program. 

The White House has kept out of the 
fight, except for a statement that 
President Roosevelt did not intend to 
press the case, but rather would cancel 

ermont’s flood-control projects. The 
House, however, has taken up the argu- 
ment, with Representative Rankin and 

€presentative Plumley of Vermont 
leading opposite sides. 

€presentative Rankin has stuck to 
‘te power aspects, declaring “let them 
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build these dams in New England and 
you will see the power rates reduced 
in New England by $100,000,000 in two 
years.” Representative Plumley, on the 
other hand, maintains “this issue is 
not power nor flood control. It is the 
issue of taking land without our con- 
sent.” 


A. C. Webber Against 
Cry of Power Trust 


Speaking before the Stoneham Ro- 
tary Club last week, A. C. Webber, of 
the Massachusetts Department of Pub- 
lic Utilities, pointed out that the com- 
mission endeavors to protect industry 
by low power rates; smoothes out 
differences between companies and cus- 
tomers and local governments; encour- 
ages development into areas hitherto 
unsupplied; compels service where 
unreasonably refused, and _ decides 
complaints whenever brought to its 
attention. 

The utility industry in the state, the 
speaker said, pays taxes of more than 
$20,000,000 a year, or almost as much 
as the dividends taken out. 

Rate reductions without flare of 


eal , 


trumpets have amounted to many mil- 
lions of dollars in the past few years, 
Mr. Webber declared. “The cry of 
power trust control is unwarranted in 
Massachusetts,” he said. “There is the 
investment of more than $600,000,000 
in our utilities, which represents the 
thrift and savings of many honest in- 
vestors of small means, and also fur- 
nishes opportunity for our savings 
institutions to invest safely a large part 
of their funds without going outside 
the borders of our commonwealth. The 
commission favors conservatism and 
discourages speculation in the issue of 
our utility securities.” 


Commonwealth & Southern 


Plans $33,000,000 Budget 


Commonwealth & Southern Corp. 
will spend approximately $33,000,000 
on new construction during the cur- 
rent year. The preliminary budget 
compares with an actual outlay of 
$34,777,000 in 1938. A total of $19,- 
000,000 will be spent on distribution 
facilities. 


Plan Co-Operative Plant 


Five electric co-operatives in south- 
western Wisconsin will proceed with 
plans for the construction of a co- 
operatively owned generating plant to 
supply their distribution projects with 
wholesale electricity, according to an 
announcement by John A. Becker, 


assistant general manager of the Wis- 
consin Development Authority. The 
project will be known as the Tri-State 
Power Co-operative. 





CONSERVATIONISTS—New England Governors urge Washington to accomplish flood 

control without demanding complete surrender to the federal government. L. to r., 

seated—Govs. George D. Aiken, Vermont; Leverett Saltonstall, Massachusetts; Francis 

P. Murphy, New Hampshire. Standing—Govs. Lewis O. Barrows, Maine; Raymond E. 
Baldwin, Connecticut; William H. Vanderbilt, Rhode Island 
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CREA MEET—Application of electricity to agriculture was discussed last week at the California CREA meeting. L. to r.—vV. A. 





Bloxham, rural sales specialist of Southern California Edison; John Scott, agricultural engineer of Puget Sound Power & Light, 
and George N. Hawley, new-business manager of Southern California Edison 


Seek New Power Load 
at Meeting of CREA 


New developments in the applications 
of electricity to agriculture were de- 
scribed to 85 utility power specialists 
at the eleventh annual rural electric 
conference conducted by the California 
CREA at the University of California 
College of Agriculture at Davis, Calif., 
last week. Electric irrigation and do- 
mestic water supply, dairying, applica- 
tions of various degrees of air condi- 
tioning, dehydration and controls of in- 
sect pests with light traps were among 
the subjects discussed. 

Of major importance in building load 
was a new off-peak steam accumulator 
designed to sterilize dairy equipment 
in accordance with new regulations 
which require fifteen-minute exposure 
to live steam at a temperature of 170 
deg. F. or higher. This equipment has 
been perfected from designs developed 
by V. A. Bloxham and Lyle Smith, 
Southern California rural power spe- 
cialists. It is available in various sizes 
and capacities, ranging from 750 to 
3,000 watts. Similar high-wattage 
equipment (5 to 15 kw.) for use where 
load factor is not important was de- 
scribed by Thor Christensen, Pacific 
Gas & Electric Co. rural sales engineer. 

Results of a survey of a number of 
electrified dairies were presented to 
show average kilowatt-hour consump- 
tion per cow for various electrical uses 
and thus provide a gage of potential 
load from unelectrified dairies. These 
showed an average monthly energy con- 
sumption of 17 kw.-hr. per cow, made 
up as follows: Lights, 1 kw.-hr.; milk- 
ing machine, 2 kw.-hr.; domestic water 
pump, 3 kw.-hr.; refrigeration for milk 
cooling and storage, 5 kw.-hr., and dairy 
sterilization, 8 kw.-hr. per cow per 
month. 

The increasing popularity of sprink- 
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ler irrigation on a wide scale was em- 
phasized and complete design data for 
equipment for irrigating a typical 40- 
acre orchard by this method were pre- 
sented. 

A variety of air-conditioning applica- 
tions for farm use were described. In 
handling eggs on a poultry farm use 
of evaporative type motor-driven coolers 
is increasing for cooling and storing 
eggs. Such a device is fitted into the 
wall of the egg-handling room. Similar 
equipment has been used for air con- 
ditioning laying houses in the hotter 
sections of the West. 

John Scott, agricultural engineer, 
Puget Sound Power & Light Co., Seat- 
tle, who discussed rural electrification 
in the Pacific Northwest, described a 
combination of motor-driven blower 
and electric heating elements which has 
been developed to provide uniform heat- 
ing and ventilation in battery type lay- 
ing and brooding houses. Since its 
initial application a variety of uses has 
been found for this equipment, includ- 
ing the drying of lily bulbs and the 
storing of sweet potatoes. This and 
other equipment has been developed in 
a rural electrification laboratory main- 
tained by Puget Sound Power & Light 
Co. 

Emphasis was placed upon the neces- 
sity for a balanced rural sales program 
which would operate on a basis of 
equality with any other division of the 
sales department. 


Pope Confirmed 
to TVA Board 


The Senate last week confirmed the 
appointment of former Senator James 
P. Pope of Idaho as a director of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority. He will 
serve the remainder of former chair- 
man Arthur E. Morgan’s term, which 
expires in May, 1942. 


Utility Radio Program 
Gains in Popularity 


Utah Power & Light is gaining a 
great deal of success with its radio 
program sponsored in Ogden. Designed 
to reach the low-use customer and to 
offer free instruction to the under- 
privileged child by way of improving 
talents," and the opportunity of radio 
performance, the company has had two 
broadcasts a week. 

The broadcasts are made up from 
children who come to the company’s 
auditorium. Auditions are held and the 
programs mapped, somewhat along the 
style of the amateur broadcasts. Chil- 
dren listening in vote on their favorites 
at each broadcast and prizes are 
awarded. 

In 1937 the Reddy Kilowatt Club 
closed for the summer with 2,500 mem- 
bers. During the 1938 season member- 
ship gained at the rate of about 100 
members a broadcast. The grand prize 
to the winners is a chaperoned, ex- 
pense-free trip to Hollywood. The 
utility publishes Reddy Kilowatt Club 
News, which is distributed to 8,000 
customers. 


TVA Decision Postponed 


Decision on the constitutionality of 
the TVA has been postponed, at least 
until January 30, when no mention of 
the case was made by the Supreme 
Court when it met this week. By that 
time eleven weeks will have elapsed 
since the arguments. 


Utility Gets Tax Refund 


Cumberland County Power & Light 
Co., Portland, Me., has received a Tt 
fund of $81,185 representing an ovél 
payment of income taxes in 1926. 
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Consolidated Edison Sales Plan 
Nets $1,800,000 Annual Revenue 


New York utility system and dealers sold 922,436 appliances and 
similar number of electric bulbs in four months — Jeffe says cam- 
paign successful from every angle— Starts new drive to build load 


A great market for household elec- 
trical appliances still exists and can be 
profitably sold, as demonstrated by the 
recent “bargain package” campaign re- 
cently concluded by Consolidated Edi- 
son Company of New York, Inc., and 
afiliated companies. 

The campaign demonstrated that 
electric users in an ever-widening circle 
will purchase electrical appliances pro- 
vided they are attractively priced and 
aggressively sold. It also indicated that 
the market is far from being saturated. 


Sold 230,609 packages 


During the drive, from September | 
to December 31, the utility, in co-opera- 
tion with some 700 dealers, sold 230,609 
packages, a total of 922,436 appliances 
and a similar number of electric bulbs. 
Sales totaled $5,649,921 and produced 
an annual customer revenue of $1,800,- 
000, allowing for the fact that a certain 
percentage of the appliances were re- 
placements. 

E. F. Jeffe, vice-president in charge 
of sales, stated that the campaign was 
successful from every angle. “Manufac- 
turers have filled the largest appliance 
orders ever placed with them, the deal- 
ers have learned that they can sell and 
that sales will produce net profits for 
them.” He added that the Edison Sys- 
tem companies have added a consider- 
able load to their lives. “Our custom- 
ers,” Mr. Jeffe said, “benefited in their 
purchase of quality merchandise at a 
price and on a basis within their 
means.” 


Business for everyone 


Mr. Jeffe pointed out that in his opin- 
ion the companies have “proved in this 
campaign that business can be brought 
back to everybody’s benefit—the con- 
sumer, the manufacturer and the man 
who needs a job.” 

The company offered a six-way I.E.S. 
floor lamp, a Westinghouse automatic 
ac-d.c. iron, a Proctor turn-o-matic 
toaster and a General Electric push-but- 
ton electric tuning radio. The package, 
with a value of $53.25, was offered for 
$24.50 on a payment basis of $2.50, 
plus city sales tax, down, and $2 a 
month. 

New York City got a total of $104,- 
164 in sales tax for unemployment 
telief. Profits of the 700 co-operating 
dealers totaled $797,041. Bonuses to 


EugctricaL Wortp + January 21, 1939 





company employees reached $125,395. 

The four manufacturers estimated 
that 9,525 additional employees were 
added to the payrolls to fill the orders 
and that 5,389,500 man-hours of work 
were required. The lamp manufacturer 
required 4,700 employees to fill the or- 
ders, of which 300 were rehired former 
employees. Filling the orders made the 
manufacturer the largest purchaser of 
zinc in New York City, with a require- 
ment of 150 tons a week. More than a 
carload of glass reflectors were shipped 
to the manufacturer daily. Sales of the 
lamp represented 46 per cent of the 
total number of I.E.S. floor lamp tags 
issued in the United States during all 


of 1938. 
Added workers to rolls 


The toaster manufacturer added 225 
men to the payroll and the iron manu- 
facturer reported the maintenance of a 
24-hour week schedule seven days a 
week. Shipments of the radio required 
137 freight cars, or a train approxi- 
mately one mile long. The dealers 
added 2,400 salesmen to their forces. 

When the campaign was planned it 
was estimated that 175,000 packages 


could be sold. As the drive progressed 
it became evident that the demand was 
greater than had been expected. Mr. 
Jeffe said that of the 230,609 packages 
sold, more than 95 per cent were made 
on the installment basis. 

Consolidated Edison now has a cam- 
paign on the General Electric auto- 
matic blanket priced at $39.95 cash, 
regularly $49.95, and a General Electric 
sunlamp priced at $27.95 cash, regu- 
larly $44.95. Later in the season a 
drive on electric refrigerators will be 
launched. 

e 


Memphis to Get Answer 
on Utility Sales This Week 


Early settlement of the controversy 
between Memphis Power & Light and 
the city of Memphis on sale of the 
utility property to the city appeared cer- 
tain as the utility moved to give a final 
answer to the city late this week. 

Last week the city turned down the 
proposal of the Memphis utility that 
the city and the company each pick one 
arbiter from Grafton Green, chief 
justice of Tennessee Supreme Court; 
W. W. Faw, Tennessee Court of Ap- 
peals justice, and Xenophon Hicks, 
United States sixth Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals justice, to settle the price of the 
properties. Later the TVA was sug- 
gested as arbiter. 

The city gave the utility until noon 
January 20 to give its answer to the 
offer of $18,127,000 for the gas and 
electric facilities in the city. The com- 
pany had asked $21,000,000. 





LIGHTING—The Palm Garden of the Howard Johnson restaurant at Dedham, Mass., 

features lumiline lamps for color display, using 234 18-in. units of 60-watt and in 

places 40-watt rating for canvas ceiling and palm tree mounting. From 10 to 20 
ft..candles can be attained at the tables 


(223) 7 











REA Co-operatives Study Ways 
to Make Operations Profitable 


Farm electrification conference at Purdue attracts large attendance 


from co-operatives — Discover that rural power job is more than 
building lines — See need for farmer to make greater use of service 


There is no “Santa Claus” in rural 
electrification, was the serious admoni- 
tion given by C. V. Sorenson, vice- 
president Midland Subsidiary Corp., 
to an audience composed largely of 
representatives from farmer co-opera- 
tives in attendance at the tenth Con- 
ference on Rural Electrification last 
week at Purdue University. 

The farmer must learn to use elec- 
tric service if he is to make it pay in 
terms of more profit and better living 
conditions for himself as well as in re- 
turn on the money invested, Mr. Soren- 
son declared. But used or not, he said, 
it will be paid for and the alternative 
cost in the case of non-use will be a 
higher and more difficult price exacted 
by failure. 


Against rate slashes 


In reference to the subject of rates 
for farm service, Mr. Sorenson advised 
against radical and ill-considered ef- 
forts to lower existing schedules. He 
pointed out that increasing use of en- 
ergy not only results in continually 
decreased cost per unit in most present 
rates but also furnishes solid reason 
for downward revision of the whole 
rate structure. Justified and equitable 
reduction of cost for electric service 


PURDUE MEETING—Top—T. E. Hien- 
ton, in charge of the conference. Below, 
l. to r.—J. H. Flessne, Detroit Edison; 
E. A. White, director of CREA; Max 
Chandler, Detroit Edison, and Tom Polk, 
managing director Indiana Electric Asso- 
ciation; J. M. Pearce, Northern Indiana 
Power; D. O. Botkin, Indiana General 
Service; E. A. Sherman, Indiana & 
Michigan Electric; Albert Mahr, Indian- 
apolis Power & Light, and C. Francis 
Harding, head of electrical engineering 
department, Purdue 
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comes only from use of the service, not 
from frontal attacks on rate schedules, 
was his conclusion. 

Confidence that rural electric co- 
operatives in Indiana would repay the 
loans made to them by the federal gov- 
ernment was voiced by Harvey B. Hart- 
sock, Indianapolis attorney, who num- 
bers among his clients several units of 
the Indiana Rural Electrification Mem- 
bership Corporation, the agency set up 
by the state for administration and 
control of co-operative electrification 
projects. Some of the groups, declared 
Mr. Hartsock, have already begun to 
make payments on their loans. 

The speaker made a distinction be- 
tween loans to local projects, which he 
expected would be repaid, and the ex- 
penses of REA itself for operation, pro- 
motion, engineering and other func- 
tions which, he opined, will be borne 
by the general taxpayer, who must look 
for reimbursement from decreased rates 
for electric service and from the profits 
of better business. 

The business sessions of the confer- 
ence, under the chairmanship of T. E. 
Hienton, of the agricultural engineer- 
ing department of Purdue, were given 
over to expositions of electricity appli- 
cations on dairy, fruit and _ poultry 







































































farms, to discussions of motors for farm 
uses and of farm water supply, and to 
a presentation of the need for adequacy 
and safety in farm wiring. On this 
point J. J. Scherer, chief electrical in. 
spector and fire marshal of the Indiana 
Department of Safety, cited one group 
of farm homes wired by local talent 
which had been refused service and 
reported to the department. Of the 
twenty in the group, eighteen were very 
bad. Ordinary lamp cord had been 
used for conductor and strung without 
following a planned layout. 


Report on Survey 


The situation as stated in regard to 
water supply in farms with electric 
service held little to be proud of, the 
evidence showing that this feature of 
the benefit from service availability was 
making slow progress indeed. C. F, 
Walters, of F. E. Myers & Brother Co., 
a manufacturer of automatic water sys- 
tems, told of a recent survey of 3,000 
connected farms in the Middle West 
that showed 27 per cent without any 
power pumping at all, 35 per cent using 
pump jacks and only 13 per cent with 
adequate water systems electrically 
operated. 

A condition that appeared very plain- 
ly from the somewhat elementary char- 
acter of the papers presented and from 
the nature of questions in discussions 
was that the completion of line con- 
struction on many REA projects was 
now introducing the members of co- 
operatives to a series of problems of 
which they had little or no apprecia- 
tion before. This condition was no 
doubt the more apparent because of 
the presence of a large number of peo- 
ple drawn to Purdue by the coincident 
occasion of the annual farm conference 
at the university. 


Proposes New Power Dams 


Construction of power dams on the 
Ohio River at Ironton, Ohio, and on 
the Cumberland River near Canton, 
Ky., has been proposed to Congress by 
Representative Mansfield of Texas, 
chairman of the House rivers and har- 
bors committee. 
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BETTER LIGHT—An audience of more than 14,000 jammed Cleveland’s public auditorium last week to hear the “Hour of 


Charm.” General Electric’s radio program. Mayor Harold H. Burton opened the program, on which General Electric officials stressed 


the importance of better light-better sight 





Large Crowd Hears 
G. E. Radio Program 


An audience of more than 14,000 
crowded the Cleveland public audito- 
rium last week to hear the General 
Electric “Hour of Charm” radio pro- 
gram. It was by far the largest ever to 
attend a commercial broadcast. 

The General Electric lamp depart- 
ment air show was opened by an ad- 
dress by Mayor Harold H. Burton. 
Talks were made by J. E. Kewley, vice- 
president in charge of the incandescent 
lamp department; H. Freeman Barnes, 
sales promotion manager of the lamp 
department; Mrs. E. F. Carran, presi- 
dent of the Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, and a special talk on “Freedom 
and Democracy” by Dorothy Thompson. 
Music during the program was by Phil 
Spitalny and his all-girl orchestra. 

Upon arriving in Cleveland the art- 
ists visited Nela Park and General 
Electric Institute and the lamp develop- 
ment laboratories. Merchants in Cleve- 
land joined in the celebration by dis- 
playing posters and store decorations. 

€ program marked another forward 
step in better light-better sight activ- 
ities, 

° 


Seeks Protector Tubes Bids 
for Loup River District Lines 


Sealed bids will be received by the 
Secretary of the Loup River Public 
Power District for furnishing the neces- 
sary protector tubes for an approximate 
total of 7714 miles of 115-kv., three- 
Phase, suspension type, wood-pole, 
‘H”-frame transmission line to be con- 
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structed between a point near Valley, 
Neb., and a point near Omaha, Neb., 
and between the substation at Lincoln 
and the same point near Omaha until 
January 30. 

The bid has been divided into two 
contracts, one for the Valley-Omaha 
line and one for the Lincoln-Omaha 
line. 


Wisconsin Electric Power 


to Spend $2,500,000 in 1939 


Wisconsin Electric Power Co., Mil- 
waukee, will spend about $2,500,000 in 
1939 for replacements, improvements 
and additions to electric service proper- 
ties, G. W. Van Derzee, vice-president 
and general manager, has announced. 
The major portion of this sum will be 
required for replacements and additions 
to the distribution and transmission sys- 
tem, the largest item being for trans 
formers in the 132,000-volt outdoor sub- 
stations. A substantial amount will also 
go toward the completion of the East 
Wells Street power and heating plant 
addition, which is expected to be placed 
in operation soon. 


J. D. Ross Reappointed 


J. D. Ross, superintendent of Seattle 
City Light and Bonneville Adminis- 
trator, has again been appointed Seat- 
tle Light superintendent for a three- 
year term by Mayor Arthur B. Langlie. 
Mr. Ross originally became head of 
“City Light” in 1911 and since then 
has regularly been appointed by suc- 
cessive mayors. City Council confirmed 
the reappointment. 


Lon G. Tighe Elected 
Akron’s“ Manof Year” 


In recognition of his “conspicuous 
community service and vision for a 
greater city,” Lon G. Tighe, vice-presi- 
dent and district manager of Ohio Edi- 
son Co., has been voted Akron’s “Man 
of the Year.” 

The Beacon Journal Sunday Forum 
made the selection after an impartial 
board of judges had tabulated nearly 
6,000 ballots voted by a wide cross- 
section of Akron men and women of all 
stations in life. 

Such an outstanding honor comes to 
Mr. Tighe after his splendid work as 
president of the Chamber of Commerce 
who made that organization “a spear- 
head of Akron’s courageous march on 
the road back to industrial leadership,” 
as the Beacon Journal declares. 

The Akron newspaper said that “in 
a sense, the choice of Mr. Tighe 
smashes precedent. In the New Testa- 
ment Christ says that it is easier for a 
camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle than for a rich man to attain 
salvation. It seems, in the minds of the 
public, almost as difficult for the execu- 
tive of a public utility to win so much 
of the respect and the love of his fel- 
low citizens as to reach the pinnacle 
of civic acclaim.” 

Mr. Tighe joined General Electric in 
Schenectady when he was fourteen. 
Some years later the late T. A. Kenney, 
then head of a Jackson, Mich., electric 
utility, made Mr. Tighe his assistant. 
Mr. Tighe’s work in building up the 
then dilapidated Akron system won for 
him rapid promotion. 


(225) 9 








A.LE.E. Sees Record 
Attendance for Meet 


A record attendance was indicated 
this week for the winter convention of 
the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, to be held in New York 
City on January 23-27. 

Two general sessions are scheduled 
for the convention. At the first of these, 
on Wednesday morning, Dr. Virgil Jor- 
dan, president of the National Indus- 
trial Conference Board, will discuss 
“Enterprise and Social Progress.” Ex- 
periences of the electric utilities, rail- 
roads and telephone companies during 
the New England hurricane of last Sep- 
tember will be detailed by executives 
of these companies at the Thursday aft- 
ernoon session. 

Seventy-seven technical papers, a 
record number for the convention, will 
be presented in the twenty-odd tech- 
nical sessions and conferences planned. 
Featuring the technical sessions will 
be symposia on rating of electrical ma- 
chinery and apparatus extending over 
three sessions. 

Presentation of the Edison Medal to 
D. C. Jackson, of the consulting firm 
of Jackson & Moreland, and of the 
John Fritz Medal to Dr. F. B. Jewett. 
president of the Bell Telephone Labora- 
tories, will be made Wednesday eve- 
ning. 

Included in the inspection trips is an 
all-day trip on Friday to Bloomfield, 
N. J., where the meter works, lamp 
factory and elevator factory of West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co. 
will be visited. 


Addresses Three 
A.I.E.E. Groups 


J. I. Onarheim, transformer engineer 
of Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co.’s 
transformer division, spoke at three 
different local chapter meetings of the 
A.L.E.E. during January. His subject 
at all three meetings—Tulsa, January 
16; San Antonio, January 18, and Okla- 
homa City, January 19—was “Trends 
in the Design of Power Transformers.” 


Roosevelt Asks Congress 
to Revise Quoddy Project 


President Roosevelt has asked Con- 
gress to renew consideration of the 
proposed tidal power project in Passa- 
maquoddy Bay and the construction 
of the Florida ship canal. 

In a letter to Chairman Mansfield of 
the House rivers and harbors commit- 
tee President Roosevelt pointed out 
that existing surveys are insufficient 
and requested that an appropriation 
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be made to complete test borings 
at the Passamaquoddy project. He 
asked that the advisability of putting 
in a small experimental power plant 
on the American side of the border 
be determined. 


Decorative Lighting 
Used by Longchamps 


Decorative lighting schemes were 
used by Longchamps in its Empire 
State restaurant in New York City. The 
pictures on pages 12 and 13 show the 
employment of 18-in. lumiline lamps on 
flexible mitered wiring troughs for 
lighting the bar. The same type of 
lighting is used to light the glasses. 

The decorative pictures lining the 
walls are lighted by a strip of 3 x 6-in. 
cylindrical Fresnelens units following 
the contour of the first floor. The mir- 
rored staircase is lighted from the 
coves on the main floor and in the base- 
ment. On the staircase foot-candle in- 
tensity is three. 

Winold Reiss Studios worked out the 
lighting scheme. Practically all the 
lighting equipment is by Century Light- 
ing, Inc. 


eelings 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
—Winter convention, New York, N. Y., 
January 22-27. H. H. Henline, national 
secretary, 33 West 39th Street, New York, 
mas 

American Society of Heating and Ventilat- 
ing Engineers — Annual meeting, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., January 23-26. A. V. Hutch- 
inson, secretary, 51 Madison Avenue, New 
York, N. Y. 

Public Utilities Advertising Association — 
Western regional conference, Hotel 
Muehlebach, Kansas City, Mo., January 
31. Ray T. Ratliff, Kansas City Gas Co., 
Kansas City, Mo. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Associa- 
tion — Mid-Winter conference, Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York, February 6-10. 

’. J. Donald, managing director, 155 
East 44th St., New York, N. Y. 

Edison Electric Institute—Prime movers 
committee, William Penn Hotel, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., February 6-7; electrical 
equipment committee, Statler Hotel, 
Buffalo, N. Y., February 6-7; trans- 
mission and distribution committee, 
Sagamore Hotel, Rochester, N. Y., Feb- 
ruary 9-10. Bernard F. Weadock, man- 
aging director, 420 Lexington Ave., New 
York, N. X. 

Louisiana Engineering Society — Annual 
meeting, St. Charles Hotel, New Orleans, 
La., February 23-25. A. M. Hill, secre- 
tary-treasurer, St. Charles Hotel. 

Oklahoma Utilities Association — Annual 
convention, Tulsa, Okla., March 20-21. 
Kate A. Niblack, secretary, 625-626 Bilt- 
more Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Southeastern Electric Exchange — Annual 
conference, Ponce de Leon Hotel, St. 
Augustine, Fla., March 30—April 1. J. W. 
Talley, executive secretary, 308 Haas- 
Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 





PUAA Members Hold 
First Western Meet 


Members of the Public Utilities Ad. 
vertising Association in the Western 
states will gather in Kansas City, Mo., 
January 31 for the first Western re- 
gional conference. Headquarters will 
be at the Hotel Muehlebach. 

Major T. J. Strickler, Kansas City 
Gas Co., will welcome the delegates. 
William H. Hodge, Chicago, and Jay C. 
Barnes, New Orleans Public Service. 
will open the program on what the as- 
sociation has accomplished. Howard F. 
Weeks, Consolidated Edison Co. of New 
York, president of the PUAA, will point 
out the objectives of the association. 

A symposium on improving the ef- 
fectiveness of copy will be led by Ken- 
neth Magers, Cincinnati Gas & Electric. 
H. J. Rowe, Iowa Electric Light & 
Power, will lead the symposium on the 
value of institutional advertising. Clay- 
ton G. Cassidy, Peoples Gas Light & 
Coke; W. C. Grant, Lone Star Gas, and 
Frank Jamison, Public Service Co. of 
Colorado, are others on the program. 


FPC to Check Records in 


Associated Gas Hearings 


FPC has issued subpenas for books 
and records of fourteen companies and 
for the appearance of 29 officers of 
companies reported to be under the 
control of H. C. Hopson and formerly 
engaged in rendering services to operat- 
ing and other companies in the Associ- 
ated Gas & Electric system. 

Hearings are now in progress on a 
joint investigation of the Associated 
and Hopson companies by the FPC and 
the Pennsylvania Public Utility Com- 


mission. 
* 


Air-Conditioning Show 
The first annual All-Industry Re- 


frigeration and Air-Conditioning Ex- 
hibition opened at the Loop Hotel, 
Chicago, on January 16, with 132 
manufacturers participating. 


Hydro Hearing Postponed 


FPC, on its own motion, has post- 
poned to March 13 the hearing pre 
viously set for February 1 on the 
claimed actual legitimate original cost 
of the Rock Island project of the 
Puget Sound Power & Light Co., on 
the Columbia River, in the state of 
Washington. Four generating units of 
21,000 hp. each and a station unit of 
2,100 hp. are now installed. It is pro 
posed ultimately to have ten or possibly 
twelve main generating units of 21,000 
hp. each. 
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WELD STAINLESS STEEL OR 


NON-FERROUS METALS WITH 
SQUARE D PRECISION CONTROL 





@ The successful welding of small 
metal parts—particularly stainless steel 
and aluminum—depends upon the 
very accurate control of the welding 
cycle. Variations in time or current 
wave form cause an excessive per- 
centage of spoiled parts or imperfect 
welds. Heretofore, only expensive and 
rather intricate welding equipment has 
given satisfactory production. 

With the new Square D precision 
welder control, a standard resistance 
welding machine can be adapted to 
the economical fabrication of small 
metal parts—copper, brass, aluminum, 
stainless steel and other metals. The 


investment is comparatively small. 


This assembly includes welds of 


Square D precision control consists of 
a synchronous motor-driven timer and 
a magnetic contactor, having two poles 
individually actuated and operating in 
sequence. The circuit-opening pole is 
self-synchronized to open at minimum 
arcing point. Welding periods in half- 
cycle steps are obtained accurately. 
The timing range is from one-half to 
ten cycles. A neon tube behind a re- 
volving slotted disk gives the operator 
a visual check on the accuracy of the 
welding cycle. 


Inexpensive, easily installed and 
easily operated, this control permits 
welds heretofore impractical. Write for 
Precision Welding Bulletin. 
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copper to copper, copper to bi- 
metal, and copper to silver alloy. 





Precision welding timer 
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NEW UNIT—This new 
35,000-kw. — turbo-genera- 
tor unit in the Buzzard 
Point station of Poto- 
mae Eleetric Power has 


many interesting new fea- 





tures. Steam to the tur- 


taped Sa . eile! 


, bine is at 650 Ib. presure 
LAMP LIGHTER —-Northern States Power, Eau Claire. and 835 deg. F. Above 


Wis., uses this specially constructed body on a Diamond shows the condenser of 


T truck chassis to service street lights. Telescoping ladder contact type extraction 
extends 35 ft. and revolves to any position heaters and condensate 
booster pumps. At right 
is the new unit 
STREET LIGHTING—Springfield. Mass., has been re- 
placing street ares with 1.400 Westinghouse “Paragon” luminaires operated mainly 
on multiple cireuits with both pilot wire and carrier control, depending on condi- 


tions. Mountings are approximately 22 ft. high 
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SAFETY HIGHWAY—Northern Indiana Public Service installed these General Electric sodium lights 
on a l-mile stretch of U.S. Route 20 south of Michigan City as part of the state’s test on highway 


illumination which has proved satisfactory 


shallow coves of con- 





ventional type are 
built at the top. The 
mirrored staircase is 
lighted from the 
coves on the main 


floor and basement 


100,000TH Robert 
Gorman (center) the 
100.000th visitor to 
the Commonwealth 
Edison Golden An- 
niversary Electric 
Home, was presented 
with an electric 
roaster by O. R. 


Ezra Stoller ats 
T1NG—Emp; set Hogue of the Edison 
>—Empire ‘ - ‘ 
HT le mit ;. Stat ngchamps in New York City uses 18-in. company, as Mrs. 
sxible Mltered wiring ss : 4 \ si aad : 
exible Wiring ths to light the bar and the same lighting Gorman, visitor No. 


S ) light the ae . e oye e 
te © glasse n the columns 12-in. lumiline lamps in 399,999, looks on 
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Line Material Company makes 3,347 different items 
used for pole line construction. Every clamp, clevis 
and pin,\every item in this complete L-M line has a 
reputation for doing its part to keep a pole line ship 
shape. That is, we believe, the reason why on an 
ever increasing number of power and distribution 
lines the world over, L-M Pole Line Construction 


Materials carry the load ‘‘out to the last dead end.”’ 
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Electric Output Up 
to New January Peak 


Continuing its advance, production 
of electricity by the electric light and 
power industry for the week ended 
January 14 was 2,269,846,000 kw.-hr., 
an increase of 7.3 per cent over the 
corresponding week of last year, ac- 
cording to the Edison Electric Institute. 

While the increase over the previous 
week of this year was seasonal, the gain 
sent the output curve to a new all-time 
high for mid-January, when the curve 
usually reaches a peak. The new rec- 
ord is about 0.3 per cent above the 
former high of 2,264,125,000 kw.-hr. set 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 

1939 1938 1937 
Jan. 14..2,270 Jan. 15..2,115 Jan. 16. .2,264 
Jan. 7..2.169 Jan. 8..2,140 Jan. 9..2,244 
Jan. 1..1,998 Jan. 2..2,069 

Dec. 31. .2,121 1937 1936 
94. .2.363 Dec. 25..2,085 Dec. 26..2,081 
..2,333 Dec. 18..2,202 Dec. 19. .2,275 
Dec. 10..2,319 Dec. 11..2,196 Dee. 12..2,278 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 





Region Jan.14 Jan.7 Dee. 31 
New England......... +12.8 
Middle Atlantic....... +6.1 Data Data 
‘Central Industrial..... +9.4 not not 
West Central. ..cccess +0.6 com- com- 
Southern States....... +5.5 par- par- 
Rocky;Mountain...... +3.1 able able 
rea +5.6 
United States..... + 7.3 +1.4 +6.1 





Big Plant Extensions Made 
in Great Britain in 1938 


Total output of electricity from pub- 
lic supply undertakings in Great Britain 
during 1938 was approximately 24,- 
000,000,000 units, an increase of 6.5 
per cent over the 1937 figure. More 
than 97 per cent of this total was gene- 


}, rated at stations under the control of 


‘. the Central Electricity Board. 
The number of stations connected to 
‘the national grid remained at 137 last 
year, but their capacity was raised by 
+ 700,000 kw., against 350,000 kw. in- 
stalled in 1937. National grid transmis- 


Pring 


is into operation last year included 132,- 
» 000-volt lines from Upper Boat to Ebb 
Vale and from Leicester to Corby and 
work was proceeding on new lines 
through the Wirral Peninsula and 
between Brighton and Worthing. A sub- 
stantial mileage of new 33,000-volt lines 


was also completed during 1938. 


t 
ee 
q sion line extensions completed and put 


‘Considers Electric System 


__ An independent electric system for 
_Newark’s $14,000,000 low-cost housing 
Project is being considered by the New 
Jersey division of the Housing Author- 
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Billions of Kw-Hr. 
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in 1937. The increase over the previ- 
ous week amounted to some 101,000,- 
000 kw.-hr., or about 5 per cent, as 
against a corresponding increase in 
1937 of 20,000,000 kw.-hr., or slightly 
less than 1 per cent. 


ity. Installation of generators was sug- 
gested after Public Service Electric & 
Gas refused to grant special rates. The 
utility maintained that it has no author- 
ity to promise the housing board a bet- 
ter rate than any other large con- 
sumer of power. 


Extends Rural Service 


By meeting rates the government 
offers through REA, Northern Indiana 
Power Co. has obtained federal ap- 
proval of a plan to extend electric 
service in Howard County, Indiana, 
and in sections of Hamilton County 
which thus far have had no electric 
service. The power company proposed 
to supply rural service at a flat mini- 
mum of $3 a month, the same rate as 
authorized by the REMC. 


Buys Interest in Utility 
Chester A. Davis, Philadelphia, Pa., 


who as vice-president and operating 
manager of the Walnut Gas & Electric 
Corp. for nine years also served as 
operating manager of the People’s Gas 
Co., Marshfield, Wis., has purchased 
the controlling interest in the latter 
utility and will make his home in 


Marshfield. 
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Gains over 1938 were shown for all 
major geographic regions, New Eng- 
land reporting the greatest increase, 
12.8 per cent, and West Central the 
least, 0.6 per cent. The Central indus- 
trial region was up 9.4 per cent. 


Arizona Utility Major Job 
Was New 16,000-Kw. Unit 


The major building job of Central 
Arizona Light & Power Co. in 1938 was 
the construction of a 16,000-kw., 165,- 
000-lb.-per-hour outdoor steam boiler at 
the steam plant 4 miles west of Phoe- 
nix. This construction job cost ap- 
proximately $400,000, according to A. 
F. Morairty, vice-president. The job 
also included an addition to the spray 
pond with water canal and additional 
circulating equipment. 

Mr. Morairty stated that the 1939 
budget has not been formally approved. 
He indicated that no major construc- 
tion was being contemplated. Some ex- 
tension as required will be made, he 
said. 


* 
New Output High in Canada 


Output of central electric stations in 
Canada reached a new high for 1938 
in November, totaling 2,374,993,000 
kw.-hr., as against 2,329,428,000 in Oc- 
tober and 2,414,676,000 in November 
a year ago, according to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics. For the first 
eleven months output totaled 23,643,- 
726,000 kw.-hr., against 25,125,931,000 
in the same period of 1937. 
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H. G. Clum Named to Direct 
All Lighting Activities 


Henry G. Clum, formerly lighting 
engineer for the Jersey Central Power 
& Light Co., has been appointed man- 
ager of the lighting sales department. 





In assuming the new position Mr. 
Clum in addition to his present com- 
mercial and industrial lighting activi- 
ties, will take over supervision of street 
lighting sales, a work which was pre- 
viously handled by William C. Haddon, 
who resigned to join the Joslyn Manu- 
facturing & Supply Co., Chicago. 

Merrill Welch, formerly commercial 
light representative in the company’s 
northern division, assumes the duties 
of supervisor of commercial and indus- 
trial lighting under Mr. Clum’s direc- 
tion, with headquarters at Asbury Park. 
These appointments group all lighting 
activities under one department, headed 
by Mr. Clum. 

Mr. Clum, who has been with Jersey 
Central since 1929, is national treas- 
urer of the Illuminating Engineering 
Society. 


> James PLUMMER, purchasing agent 
Newport News Shipbuilding & Dry 
Dock Co., has retired after 48 years of 
service. The retirement will be effective 
at the expiration of an extended leave 
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of absence which began January 1. 
H. K. Peeses has been appointed act- 
ing purchasing agent with office at the 
plant at Newport News, Va. J. M. 
Clawson, assistant purchasing agent, 
will continue to be located in New 
York. Donald Gay is assistant purchas- 
ing agent and material agent with 
office at Newport News, Va. 


> Dr. VANNEVAR Busu, president of 
the Carnegie Institution, Washington, 
D. C., has been elected to life member- 
ship in the corporation of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology. Dr. 
Bush was formerly vice-president of 


M.LT. 


> Rupo_pH ViENER, Jr.. has’ been 
elected president of the Electrical As- 
sociation of New Orleans, to succee 


Fred W. Stevens. : 


E. N. Husher Appointed 
Distribution Superintendent 


E. N. Husher, assistant superinten- 
dent of distribution for the Southern 
California Edison Co., has been ap- 
pointed superintendent, to succeed the 
late James F. Hodges. 


Mr. Husher was 





assistant superintendent of distribution 
during the past year. During the pre- 
ceding six years he was superintendent 
of materials at Alhambra. 


ABOUT PEOPLE 


Francis Assumes New Duties 
with American Steel & Wire 


Harry M. Francis has been appointed 
assistant vice-president-sales of Ameri- 
can Steel & Wire Co., U. S. Steel sub- 


sidiary. Mr. Francis has been asso- 





ciated with the wire company for 23 
years, having entered its employ as a 
messenger in the New York office in 
1915 and later becoming a salesman. 
After serving as assistant manager of 
sales at the Philadelphia office, he re- 
turned to New York in 1925, and in 
1927 was transferred to the Boston 
office as manager of the manufacturers’ 
trade department. In 1934 he became 
New England district manager of sales, 
the position he retained until being 
transferred to the main offices in Cleve- 
land as assistant general manager of 
sales in 1937. 


> CHarLeEs F. Scott, assistant manager 
of the transportation department for 
the New York district of the General 
Electric Co., has been appointed man- 
ager of that department. 


P Oscar P. CLeaverR has been ap 
pointed a member of the executive 


committee of the Better Light-Better 
Sight Bureau to take the place left 
vacant by the recent resignation of 
J. F. O’Brien. Mr. Cleaver has long 
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been associated with the lighting in- 
dustry and is well known because of 
his many activities. He is in charge of 
the illumination section of the com- 
mercial engineering department of the 
Westinghouse Lamp division in Bloom- 
field, N. J. In announcing Mr. Cleaver’s 
appointment, C. A. Eastman, chairman 
of the bureau, said: “I believe that 
the committee needs the experience and 
knowledge which Mr. Cleaver brings 
to us. His broad technical background 
and knowledge of lighting problems 
will help to make the bureau of more 
service and value to every one.” 


Carrier Announces Revision 
of Executive Set-Up 


A revision of the management set-up 
of the Carrier Corp., Syracuse, N. Y., 
with the appointment of Carl A. Ost- 
ling, in charge of industrial engineer- 
ing of Pontiac Division, General Mo- 
tors, as vice-president in charge of 
production, and the assignment of new 
duties to two vice-presidents now with 
the corporation, has been announced 
by J. I. Lyle, president. 

The management change followed 
the resignation of L. R. Boulware, vice- 
president and general manager since 
1936. Mr. Boulware made no sstate- 
ment of his future plans, but he con- 
tinues as a member of the Carrier 
board. Mr. Lyle said Mr. Boulware’s 
position will not be filled. 

Edward T. Murphy, vice-president in 
charge of the central district, becomes 
vice-president in charge of marketing 
and James A. Bentley, vice-president 
and head of the International division, 


becomes vice-president in charge of 
finance. 


Associated Gas Appoints 
New Executive Officers 


Fred S. Burroughs, who resigned as 
vice-president and director of Asso- 
ciated Gas & Electric Co., last fall, has 
been re-elected to the same positions 
by the board. Mr. Burroughs’s 
duties will be concerned with the Asso- 
ciated System finances as during his 
several years of service in the past. 

. A. Stix was designated comptroller, 
to fill a vacancy; C. A. Dougherty as 
secretary, succeeding Archibald L. 
Jackson, who remains a director, and 
J. Lee Rice, Jr., as treasurer, succeed- 
ing E. G. Henshaw of Ithaca, who re- 
mains in the accounting department 
of the company. 

All four of the newly designated 
officials formerly were on the staffs 
of the independent service companies, 
facilities of which were taken over 
on January 1 of this year by Utility 
“anagement Corp., a mutually owned 
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organization which serves the Asso- 
ciated System on a non-profit basis. 

Mr. Burroughs became a vice-presi- 
dent of Associated in 1932. He had 
formerly been associated with Harris, 
Forbes & Co. Early in his career Mr. 
Burroughs served as an assistant engi- 
neer on the construction of a series 
of hydro-electric developments near 
Great Falls, Mont. In 1911 he was ap- 
pointed assistant engineer for the Rail- 
road Commission of Washington, which 
became the Public Service Commission 
of that state in 1912, when he was 
made chief engineer. Later he engaged 
in private practice as a consulting engi- 
neer with offices in Spokane and 
Seattle. 

Mr. Rice was graduated from the 
Wharton School of Finance and Com- 
merce of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania in 1925 with the degree of B.S. 
in economics. In that year he became 
associated with H. C. Hopson and 
since that time has been identified with 
the Associated System. 


OBITUARY 


Fred W. Insull 


Fred W. Insull, president of the Pub- 
lic Service Co. of Oklahoma and widely 
known in the public utility field, died 
January 14 in Tulsa, Okla., after an 





illness of three weeks. He was 63 years 
of age. Mr. Insull had been president 
of the Oklahoma company since 1913 
and president of Southwestern Power 
& Light Co. since 1928. 

He started in the electric light and 
power business in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
in 1891; early in 1901 went to Chicago, 
and in 1902 became secretary and treas- 
urer of the North Shore Electric Co. 
with offices in Chicago, this company 
being predecessor of the present Public 
Service Co. of Northern Illinois. Seven 
years later he went West and was as- 
sociated with H. M. Byllesby & Co. as 


auditor for their properties on the 





Pacific Coast, later moving to Pueblo, 
Colo., as auditor for the Arkansas Val- 
ley Railway, Light & Power Co. 

In 1913 Mr. Insull went to Oklahoma 
for the Middle West Utilities Co. to 
take charge of the properties now con- 
sisting of the Public Service Co. of 
Oklahoma and the Chickasha Gas & 
Electric Co. He participated actively 
in utility associations in the Southwest, 
having served for two terms as presi- 
dent of the Oklahoma Utilities Associ- 
ation and also served as a member of 
the executive board of the southwestern 
geographic division of the old National 
Electric Light Association. He was a 
past-president of the Tulsa Chamber of 
Commerce and also had served as a 
member of the board of directors of 
the state Chamber of Commerce. 


Herbert I. Sackett 


Herbert I. Sackett, prominent electri- 
cal wholesaler and active in national, 
state and local electrical associations; 
his wife and three-year-old daughter 
were killed instantly January 2 in a 
head-on collision with a fast-moving 
passenger train just outside of Buffalo. 
N. Y. A blinding snowstorm and icy 
roads were responsible. Mr. Sackett 
was in the electrical business for 44 
years, for 41 as a wholesaler. He was 
president of the Electrical League of 
the Niagara Frontier during 1937 and 
1938 and was a director of the National 
Electrical Wholesalers’ Association. 


> Le Roy H. Link, secretary-treasurer 
of the General Electric Supply Corp. 
since its formation in 1929, and member 
of the finance committee of the National 
Electrical Wholesalers’ Association 
since the same year, died January 3 in 
Bridgeport, Conn., after a short illness. 


> Harry M. CHAMBERLAIN, for more 
than 30 years assistant counsel of the 
New York Public Service Commission, 
died December 31 at his home in New 
York, of a heart attack. He was 67 
years old. Mr. Chamberlain was con- 
sidered one of the state’s outstanding 
experts on utility law. 


> WituiaM H. Voss, dean of the house- 
hold washer manufacturing industry, 
died January 5 at his home in Daven- 
port, Iowa, in his eighty-third year. He 
was the founder and lifetime president 
of Voss Brothers Manufacturing Co. 
Mr. Voss was treasurer of the Ameri- 
can Washer and Ironer Manufacturers’ 
Association from the time of its found- 
ing in 1916 and when the organization 
held its annual meeting in Chicago, 
after his death, it honored him by 
naming no successor to his former post. 
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Westinghouse Raises 
Pay to Former Level 


Partial restoration of pay reductions 
among salaried employees, “in view of 
slightly improved business,” has been 
announced by George H. Bucher, presi- 
dent of Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co. Mr. Bucher stated that all 
salaried employees who were receiving 
$125 or less as of last May will be re- 
stored to their former rates at once. 
About 5,000 are affected. 

All salaried employees, including 
executives, received a 10 per cent re- 
duction on June 1, 1938, in the com- 
pany’s retrenchment move against fall- 
ing business. Mr. Bucher said that more 
than a third of those affected by the 
June reduction have now been restored 
to full salary. 

It was stated that, despite fluctuating 
business conditions, the Westinghouse 


wage and salary plan, under which all © 


employees have received extra pay each 
month but one for nearly three years. 
has continued to function. 


Aggressive Selling 
‘Campaign Launched 


The Crosley Corp. held January 6-8 
a two-day distributors convention in 
the United States and Canada with an 
attendance of almost 200 distributors 
and their representatives at the Nether- 
‘land Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati. New 
1939 models of Shelvador refrigerators, 
household and automobile radios, 
ranges, washers and other products 
‘made by the company were introduced. 

Thomas W. Berger, general sales 
manager, opened the meeting. He in- 
troduced Powel Crosley, Jr., president, 
who outlined the general plans of the 
company for 1939 and expressed him- 
self in most optimistic terms over busi- 
ness prospects for the year. “We feel,” 
Mr. Crosley said, “that this is one of 
‘those years where we are going to forge 
ahead. We are spending money in an- 
‘ticipation of the business we expect to 
get. Our advertising expenditures have 
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been substantially increased. We feel 
now is the time to apply the right kind 
of sales effort to make the sales volume 
pile up and spend money on advertising 
and do everything in the world to push 
to a new pinnacle of progress. . . .” 


Stockholders Name Officers 


At the annual meeting of Standard 
Electric Manufacturing Corp. the 
stockholders elected Charles A. Pier- 
son, president; H. H. Venable, vice- 
president and general sales manager; 
V. K. Perkins, vice-president, and E. L. 
Tail, secretary-treasurer. 


Will Install New Elevators 


Twelve new elevators will be installed 
by the Hotel Pennsylvania, New York. 
as part of the complete dress-up of the 
Statler-operated hotel for the New York 
World’s Fair. Installation by the West- 
inghouse Electric Elevator Co. will in- 
clude the newest mechanical devices for 
speed, efficiency and safety. 





AND MARKETS 


Refrigerator Orders 


for G.-E. Gain 20% 


Shipments of General Electric refrig- 
erators to dealers for January are 20 
per cent in excess of budget estimates, 
Carl M. Snyder, general sales manager 
of the appliance and merchandising de- 
partment, told a luncheon meeting of 
utility executives last week, held at the 
headquarters of Rex Cole, Inc. 

Mr. Snyder said that merchandise is 
moving improvingly into consumer 
channels and he expressed the opinion 
that this would be a good year for sales. 
He saw an expansion of the new, as well 
as the replacement, market. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Snyder that 
the re-entry of the utilities into mer- 
chandising fields and the fine dealer 
co-operation being displayed is stimu- 
lating sales. 

Many new features have been incor- 
porated in the design of the 1939 mod- 
els. At the present time General Flec- 
tric has two road shows traveling the 
leading cities in the country to demon 
strate the new models to dealers. 





PREVIEW—Utility executives in the New York area gathered last week at the offices 

of Rex Cole, Inc., for the preview of the 1939 line of General Electric Refrigerators 

and other appliances. L. to r—Carl M. Snyder, G.E. general sales manager; Rex Cole, 
and H. H. Bosworth, G.E. utility representative 
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Manufacturers Make 
Sales Assignments 


The following staff additions have 
recently been made by manufacturing 
companies: 

Robert R. Ringer, for some _ years 
prominent in the electrical contracting 
field at Boston, Mass., has been appointed 
manager for New England of the Na- 
tional Electrical Products Corp., of Pitts- 
burg, Pa., with headquarters in Boston. 
His territory will include all this group 
of states except Connecticut. Mr. Ringer 
succeeds Donald H. Hatch, whose future 
plans have not yet been announced. 

Universal Cooler Corp. has announced 
the following assignments: Van Stewart, 
formerly connected with Norge Corp., 
eastern divisional manager with headquar- 
ters in New York; J. E. Brennan trans- 
ferred from the eastern division and ap- 
pointed divisional manager for the Mid- 
west states with headquarters in Cleve- 
land; B. E. Densmore, formerly with 
Norge, southern divisional manager, with 
headquarters in Jacksonville, Fla.; War- 
ren Brennan divisional manager for Michi- 
gan and part of Ohio with headquarters 
in Detroit; J. Dennison divisional 
manager for the southwestern states with 
headquarters in St. Louis, Mo.; P. W. 
Blew, formerly with Norge, divisional man- 
ager of the Midwest states, with head- 
quarters in Chicago and Lloyd Sutton 
divisional manager for the West Coast, 
with headquarters in San Francisco. 


Orders for Air Conditioning 
Take 14% Drop in November 


Orders booked for air-conditioning 
systems and equipment during Novem- 
ber, as reported by 125 manufacturers, 
totaled $2,957,902, against $3,436,197 
in October and $3,120,891 in Novem- 
ber, 1937, according to the Department 
of Commerce. For the first eleven 
months orders amounted to $38,001,978, 
compared with $59,271,809 in the same 
period of 1937. 

Of the total orders booked during 
November those by the air-conditioning 
group of firms were $819,415, as against 
$1,227,572 in October and $962,587 in 
November, 1937. Orders booked by the 
fan group of manufacturers were $910,- 
609, as against $983,713 and $1,116,- 
793; those of the unit heater group 


were $1,227,878, as against $1,224,912 
and $1,041,511. 
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New York Metal Prices 
Jan. 18, 1939 Jan. 10, 1939 





Cents per Cents 
a Pound Pound 
relectrolvtic.... 11.25* 11.25% 

eed Am. S.&R. price. 4.85 4.85 
ROY se see scene 11.75 11.75 

ckel ingot... «+» 85.00 35.00 
Zine spot... |: 4.89 4.89 

PPMNS. 06s ce. . 46.50 46. 60 
Aluminum, 99 percent. 20°00 20.00 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
i 
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Field Reports on Business 


Sentiment in the electrical industry is more favorable, with estimates that 
activity will show a good increase during the year. Utilities feel that the rise in 


general business will strengthen their position. 


Inquiries for equipment are 


increasing. Household electrical appliances are in demand. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Building permits during 1939 in the seven 
Western states totaled 10 per cent more 
than in 1937 and 16 per cent over 1936. 
Dealers report depleted appliance stocks, 
even after repeated last-holiday week buy- 
ing, with percolators, shavers, mixers and 
irons as favored items. Auxiliary air heat- 
ers are moving well during a cold January, 
but rainfall running one-tenth of normal 
is causing widespread crop and cattle con- 
cern. 

Colorado-Big Thompson project is in the 
market for 22 miles of transmission wire 
and hardware to cross its difficult Conti- 
nental Divide section, comprising 6 miles 
of 33,000-volt, 8 miles of 115,000-volt and 
8 miles of 44,000-volt; $31,960 was low bid 
for a nearby 69,000-volt section of 5144 
miles. General Electric was low bidder at 
$376,350 covering three 55,000-kva. trans- 
formers for Boulder plant. 

The Los Angeles area is exceptionally 
busy in new building construction, includ- 
ing such varied high-spot items as a $1,200,- 
000 department store, the $500,000 acid- 
treating plant for Richfield at Watson, the 
$600,000 Pasadena Hospital, a $500,000 de- 
partment store at Long Beach, a $2,000,000 
indoor sport arena with an elaborate light- 
ing equipment and a $300,000 sound stage 
installation for Universal at Hollywood. 
FHA building in San Francisco during 
1938 was five times greater than during 
1937 and it is expected that remodeling 
larger structures for expected influx of ex- 
position visitors plus increased appliance 
business from increased money in circula- 
tion will produce a banner year throughout 
northern California. 

Bids are under way for $15,000,000 
Friant Dam unit of Central Valley project. 
San Francisco contractors and fixture firms 
are busy with many small contracts for 
wiring and lighting of individual exhibits 
for the exposition, which opens Febru- 


ary 18. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Inquiries for industrial electrical equip- 
ment received during the past week were in 
encouraging volume; sales of small motors 
took an upward trend, according to one 
manufacturer, who reports placing orders 
amounting to about 220 hp. among machine 
manufacturers in this district. Electric 
generators are attracting attention; recently 
a 750-kw. generator was installed by the 
Bates Cobb Co., Winchester, Mass.; a 
400-kw. generator will be purchased soon 
for meeting power expansion needs in the 
Massachusetts State House, Boston. Electri- 
cal pumping units are quite active; two 
600-g.p.m. motor-driven pumps operating 
under 108-ft. head are included in plans 
for the extension of the sewage system, 
Lexington, Mass. ; 

Inquiries for small switches and control 
in connection with PWA contracts are 
numerous according to one distributor, who 
reports more activity in this line than at 
this time last year. 

Air-conditioning installations gained in 
this district during the past year according 
to the Air-Conditioning Bureau of the Bos- 
ton Edison system, which reports that since 


1932 this type of connected load in its 
area has increased from 4,168 hp. to 17,722 
hp. In a recent 25-day wiring campaign 
Clark & Mills Electric Co., Boston, did $19,- 
000 in business; the best previous month’s 
wiring sales (October, 1935) was $10,000. 

Interior lighting is progressing. Inquiries 
for major electric household appliance have 
jumped ahead and 1939 sales have started 
with encouraging activity. 


NEW YORK 


Electrical manufacturers expect general 
business to rise 10 to 15 per cent and the 
electrical manufacturing industry to show 
a gain of 15 to 25 per cent this year over 
last. Some predict their sales will show 
even great gains. Some moderate increase 
in material and labor costs are being ex- 
pected, but no general disruption of price 
structures. 

Appliance manufacturers are optimistic 
regarding refrigerator sales. Previews have 
drawn considerable interest and a flood of 
orders for the new models. General Elec- 
tric January deliveries are up 20 per cent 
above budget estimates. Utilities are 
stimulating appliance sales and report good 
response. 

Heavy electrical equipment and supplies 
closed the year with contraseasonal rises in 
most branches of the industry, N.E.M.A. 
reports. Sales of motors and generators 
were up, while the drop in orders for 
transmission and distribution equipment 
was considerably smaller than in previous 
years. 


CHICAGO 


The trend of general business through- 
out the Middle West continued upward 
with expanding gains over a year ago. 
Sentiment was generally more optimistic 
over the outlook for the next six months, 
at least, as a number of indications of in- 
creasing activity in most lines were in 
evidence. Several large companies began 
placing orders for expansion and improve- 
ment of existing facilities. The Interna- 
tional Harvester Company will spend $6,- 
000,000 modernizing its chief plants in this 
area. 

Orders for additional equipment placed 
by railroads last week were encouraging. 
Union Pacific ordered rails to cost $5,000,- 
000, Pennsylvania 27 modern cars and the 
Rock Island will increase its expenditures 
to $34,000,000, approximately 15 per cent 
over last year. Buying orders gave evi- 
dence of breaking all records at the annual 
Home Furnishings and Appliance Show, 
averaging 35 per cent above a year ago. 

Electrical contractors report a_ steadily 
increasing number of jobs from the 
E.H.F.A. wiring and fixture campaign. 
Electric appliance sales are good, showing 
a moderate gain over last year at this time. 
Orders for industrial equipment have reg- 
istered slight increases for the past several 
weeks and manufacturers anticipate some 
sizable orders for heavy apparatus to come 
through within the next month. The de- 
mand for fluorescent lighting equipment 
has increased so rapidly that it is difficult 
to fill orders for the fixtures. 
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Utility Stocks and Bonds Higher in Week 
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Electric power and light securities advanced during the week, with the “Electrical 
World” index of stocks gaining 0.3 point to 30.0; index for the corresponding week 
a year ago was 27.4. The bond index rose, being up 0.2 point to 103.9 





Bond Sale Sought; 
SEC Sets Hearings 


Engineers Public Service Co. has filed 
with the SEC an application for ap- 
proval of the sale of $508,000 of 5% 
per cent first mortgage and refunding 
bonds, series A, due on February 1, 
1960, of the Western Public Service 
Co., a subsidiary. The bonds are to be 
purchased by Western Public Service 
for cancellation, with funds received 
by the corporate trustee from the sale 
of certain properties. The price to be 
received by Engineers Public Service 
will be not more than the current mar- 
ket price, but not less than their cost 
to the parent company, namely 80, plus 
accrued interest. 


SEC has set a hearing for January 24 on 
the application of the North American Co. 
and North American Edison Co. seeking 
approval of a plan of simplification of the 
North American holding company system 
by elimination of North American Edison 
Co. as an intermediate holding company. 

The commission has consented to the 
withdrawal of the application of Central 
States Electric Corp. for an order declaring 
it not to be a holding company under the 
terms of the Holding Company Act. The 
request for withdrawal was made by the 
applicant. 

West Memphis Power & Water Co., a 
subsidiary of Southeast Power & Light Co., 
a registered holding company, has filed an 
application for exemption from the require- 
ments of filing a declaration in connection 
with the issuance and sale of $250,000 of 
5 per cent first mortgage bonds, due De- 
cember 1, 1962, and 3,000 shares of common 
stock, no par value. 

Hearing has been set for January 27 on 
the application of Public Utility Engineer- 
ing & Service Corp. for approval as a 
mutual service company primarily to per- 
form services in the registered holding com- 
pany system of the Standard Gas & Electric 
Co. 

Commonwealth & Southern Corp. (N. Y.) 
has filed an application for approval as a 
mutual service company for the Common- 
wealth & Southern System under provisions 
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of the Public Utility Holding Company 
Act. SEC has issued an order granting 
the application subject to certain conditions. 

Washington Railway & Electric Co. has 
filed registration statement on Form U-5-B, 
the complete form for registration under 
the Holding Company Act. 

SEC has exempted from the provisions 
of Section 6 (a) of the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act unsecured 6 per 
cent serial notes of the Central Ohio Light 
& Power Co., aggregating $127,923. 


Utility Companies 
Declare Dividends 


Among the electric light and power 
companies that recently announced 
dividends are the following: 


Northern States Power Co., quarterly 
dividends of $1.3114 a share on the 7 per 
cent cumulative preferred and $1.12144 a 
share on the 6 per cent cumulative pre- 
ferred stock for the quarter ended Septem- 
ber 30, payable January 20 to stockholders 
of record December 31. Payment of the 
dividends is made possible by a plan of 
recapitalization of the company which was 
recently approved by the stockholders. 

Philadelphia Company, 20 cents a share 
on the common stock. 

Southern California Edison, regular 
quarterly dividend 3714 cents per share, 
payable on February 15 to holders of rec- 
ord on January 20, and an extra dividend 
of 25 cents per share on common. The 
board of directors also authorized payment 
on April 15 to stockholders of record on 
March 20 of a special dividend of 25 cents 
per share on original preferred stock. 

American Cities Power & Light, optional 
dividend on the convertible class A stock, 
optional dividend series, 75 cents cash or 
one thirty-second share of class B stock. 
The previous option dividend was 3714 
cents cash or one sixty-fourth share of 
class B stock paid on November 1. 

Directors of Brazilian Traction, Light & 
Power failed to take action on ordinary 
stock. A payment of 50 cents was made 
July 5 last. 

Shawinigan Water & Power, 23 cents a 
share on capital stock for quarter ending 
December 31, 1938, payable February 15 





to shareholders of record January 25. A 
dividend of 20 cents was paid in each of 
the first three quarters, bringing the 1938 
total to 83 cents a share. Last year divi. 
dends totaled 85 cents. 


SEC Orders Hearing 
on Associated G. & E. 


The Securities and Exchange Com. 
mission has ordered a_ hearing for 
February 14 to determine whether the 
common and class A stocks of the 
Associated Gas & Electric Company 
should be suspended or withdrawn 
from registration and listing. 

In its order the commission charged 
the holding company with certain 
“false and misleading” statements of 
material facts in its registration state- 
ment and subsequent annual reports 
filed under the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934. Besides a misleading 
treatment of balance sheet items over- 
stating its plant, property and equip- 
ment, the commission charged that the 
utility had overstated its earnings or 
understated its losses during the four- 
year period ended December 31, 1937, 
by specific items totaling $13,668,524, 
which had been charged to earned or 
capital surplus rather than to the con- 
solidated income account. 

A representative of Associated Gas 
& Electric Co., in commenting on the 
SEC order, said “it appears that mat- 
ters covered by the order relate largely 
to accounting theory and principally 
involve the treatment of figures and 
not the figures themselves.” 


Consumers Power 


Calls Bonds 


City Bank Farmers Trust Co. has 
announced that Consumers Power Co. 
will redeem next May 1 all its first 
lien and unifying mortgage 4 per cent 
gold bonds (now first mortgage bonds) 
series of 1934, due 1944, at 10234 per 
cent. Interest on these bonds will 
cease on the redemption date. 








Utility Reports (Earnings) 





Net Income _ 
1938 1937 
*Gulf States Utilities.$2,062,789 $1,801,623 
*Virginia Blec. & Pwr. 3,470,643 3,403,087 
*Puget Sound Pwr. & 


BE: aincin ot daclats 1,499,100 1,870,765 
*Oklahoma G. & E.... 2,404,094 2,797,601 
*San Diego Cons. G. aia ai 

ae seatec tk 1,411,760 1,337,532 
*Wisconsin Pub. Serv. i 

and sub.......... 1,849,356 1,436,931 
*Engineers Pub. Serv. case 

and subs. ....... 3,821,832 8,783,973 
*Northwestern Elec... 487,520 _ 635,556 
*Utah Pwr. & Lt.... 1,312,711 1,768,376 
*Rirmingham Elec.... 504,313 878,287 
*Western Pub. Serv. ae 

SOG CODE. bss ccs 205,625 142,472 
*Savannah Elec. & =e O06 

ih ie 364,206 — 3569 


*Twelve months ended November 34 
ae 
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Snap SwircH—lIn designing its new snap 
switch, McDonnell & Miller, Wrigley Bldg., 
Chicago, Ill., had in mind accomplishing a 
quick make or break while retaining the 
advantages of highly sensitive, short-move- 





ment operation. In the sectional illustra- 
tion, plunger (A) acts on lever (B) pivoted 
at point (C) so that roller (D) communi- 
cates the action to under side of spring 
(F), on which one of contacts is mounted. 
Iron armature at the end of the spring is 
attracted to the permanent magnet (E). 
This magnet holds switch in contact until 
pressure on spring overcomes pull of mag- 
net, when the spring “kicks” to its upper 
limit. A similar procedure closes the 
action. Switch operates on both a.c. and 
d.c. and is offered in various types. 


Retay ConTROLLER—A plug-in type glass 
case houses the control units—input relay, 
power relay and clock motor—making up 
the new “Microtrol” relay of Weston Elec- 
trical Instrument Corp., Newark, N. J. 
Controller is designed for an operating 





L 


interval in which the power relay will open 
and close once each four seconds and is 
intended for use on 120-volt, 60-cycle cir- 
cuits. Input relay (company’s Model 705) 
will operate on values from 2 microamp. 
and 0.5 millivolt up. Power relay contacts 


will handle 5 amp. at 110 volts a.c., non- 
inductive 


Kitchen Waste Unit—Three times the 
Capacity of the original model, increased 
speed and new safety factors are said to 
fature the new kitchen waste “Disposall” 
unit brought out by the specialty appliance 
“vision of General Electric Co., Nela Park, 
Cleveland. Ohio. Instead of a control 
landle on the front of the sink cabinet, 
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the new unit is operated by a “twistop” 
control fitting in the sink flange, designed 
to prevent the shredding of waste material 
while the container is open. 


New Incanpescent Lamps—A new treat- 
ment on the inside of the glass is used in 
the “Superlite” of Wabash Appliance Corp., 
Brooklyn, N. Y., to eliminate the glare-spot 
commonly seen in the center of the ordinary 
inside frosted bulb. No light is lost in the 
process, it is claimed. All sizes from 15 to 
300 watts are in commercial production. 





The illustration shows an ordinary inside 
frosted lamp at left and the new lamp, of 
ihe same wattage, at right. 


FLuoREscENT Controt Units—Control 
units, for use with tubular fluorescent 
lamps to maintain proper values of current 
and voltage, are announced by the lighting 
division of Westinghouse Electric & Manu- 
facturing Co., Cleveland, Ohio. Built com- 
plete in a compound-filled case, these units 
include a thermal switch for starting, a 
reactor or transformer to provide proper 
current and voltage and a small capacitor 
to eliminate radio interference. Standard 
units are for 60-cycle operation, with 50- 
cycle units available on request. Physical 
size of units is said to be such as to permit 
mounting in most standard raceways. 


FLUORESCENT CountER Units—Chief ap- 
plications of the fluorescent counter units 
brought out by the Miller Co., Meriden, 





Conn., will likely be department stores, 
where color discrimination is needed to 
speed merchandise sales. They operate on 
110-120-volt, 60-cyele a.c. and use one 15- 


watt, 18-in. fluorescent “daylight” lamp. 
Necessary auxiliaries for operation of the 
fluorescent lamps are built into the units. 
A toggle switch in back of the reflector 
allows the clerk to turn the lamp on or off. 


Room Conpit1oNer—The portable “Com- 
fort-Air” room conditioner marketed by 
Home Comfort Co., Harvey, Ill., plugs into 
an ordinary electric socket, filters and cir- 





culates about 300 cu.ft. of air per minute 
and humidifies at the rate of approximately 
one to two quarts of water per hour to the 
air of the room. It contains no heating 
unit, has a small pump and fan as its only 
moving parts and can be ordered with motor 
to operate on a.c. or d.c. Special uses 
include filtering of smoke and dust from 
ordinary-sized rooms. 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


SmitH-KapLan Tursine—Bulletin 139 of 
the S. Morgan Smith Company, York, Pa., 
is devoted to the Smith-Kaplan turbine— 
as distinguished from the Francis type— 
which features adjustable runner blades 
and is designed to combine high speed. 
high power for a given diameter and high 
efficiency over a wide range of load. Ad- 
vantages, construction, typical settings 
and operating results are treated in detail 
in the 56-page booklet which includes sev- 
eral installation and shop views. 


“K” Monet Properties—The Interna- 
tional Nickel Company, Inc., 67 Wall Street. 
New York, N. Y., has brought out Bulletin 
T-9, a revised bulletin on the engineering 
properties and applications of “K” Monel. 
The section on working instructions has 
been rewritten, that on heat treatment re- 
vised and a new section on mill products 
included. Copies are available from the 
development and research division. 


Sarety Rutes—‘“Safety Rules for the 
Operation of Electric Equipment and 
Lines,” comprising Part 4 of the Fifth 
Edition of the National Electrical Safety 
Code, has been issued by the National 
Bureau of Standards. Three sections are 
devoted to the oneration of, or to work on 
or about, the following: Supply lines, com- 
munication lines used in conjunction with 
supply lines, electric equipment of central 
stations, substations and private plants. 
electrical tests, and electrical work in 
tunnel, subway or similar underground 
structures. Two sections cover communica- 
tion equipment and lines. Rules for em- 
ployers and for employees are given. Copies 
are available from the Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D. C., at 10 cents 
each. 
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Court Clarifies Decision 
in Corbin Bond Sale Case 


The Court of Appeals in Louisville, 
Ky., has declared that the rules it 
laid down for municipal bond sales in 
a December 13 decision involving a 
Corbin issue are to apply only “to 
projects hereafter initiated.” 

The declaration followed a request 
by attorneys for several cities and 
municipal bond buyers for clarification 
of the Corbin decision, which they said 
cast doubt on the validity of bond sales 
by other cities. Cities represented at 
the hearing were Covington, Leitchfield, 
Louisville, Elizabethtown and Owens- 
boro. Daviess County was also repre- 
sented. 

The opinion declared valid a $220,- 
000 issue of bonds by the city of Corbin 
to enlarge and improve its electric light 
and power plant, but held the non- 
competitive private sale of the issue was 
“void.” 


cd 
Seeks Bids on Hydro Unit 


Tenders for the supply and construc- 
tion of a hydro-electric power plant on 
the St. Mary’s River, 10 miles from 
Cranbrook, B. C., and the supply and 
installation of an emergency standby 
Diesel-powered plant at Cranbrook are 
being invited by the city of Cranbrook. 
Bids will close with F. W. Burgess, 
city clerk, City Hall, Cranbrook, B. C., 
on January 24. 


Lets City Plant Contract 


Fairbanks, Morse & Co., with a bid 
of $68,500, has won the contract for 
the construction of a municipal light 
and power plant at Owensville, Mo.., 
including generating equipment, acces- 
sories and appurtenances and distribu- 
tion system, subject to final approval 
by the PWA, which is financing the 
project. 


cd 
To Promote Wiring in 1939 


Pennsylvania Power Company has 
included adequate wiring in its 1939 
sales promotions and will co-operate 
with electrical contractors and others 
in its territory, according to C. W. 
Irwin, supervisor of co-operative mer- 
chandising. Mr. Irwin was incorrectly 
identified with the Pennsylvania Power 
& Light Company in ELEcTRICAL 
Wortp for December 24, 1938. 


o 
Calls Bonds for Payment 


Green Mountain Power Corp. of Ver- 
mont has called for redemption on 
February 1 all of its outstanding first 
mortgage 5 per cent bonds, series of 
1948, at 102 and accrued interest. 
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Waupeton, N. D.—Otter Tail Power 
Company, Fergus Falls, Minn., plans ex- 
pansion and improvements in Kidder steam- 
electric generating plant at Wahpeton, in- 


cluding installation of new 10,000-kw. 
turbo-generator unit and auxiliary equip- 
ment. Cost estimated close to $400,000. 
Company also will make extensions in 
transmission and lines in area noted, in 
connection with station enlargement. Pro- 
posed to carry out project in 1939. 


CHEYENNE, Wyo.—Bureau of Reclama- 
tion, Casper, Wyo., receives bids until Janu- 
ary 26 for construction of 115,000-volt, 
three-phase, single-circuit transmission line 
from Seminoe power dam to Cheyenne, 
about 142 miles. About 1245 wood pole 
structures, H-frame, various types will be 
required. Lines will be 250,000-circ.mil., 
copper conductors (Specifications 819). 


Kansas City, Mo.—Kansas City Power 
& Light Company has approved plans for 
improvements in steam-electric power plant 
at First Street and Grand Avenue, in- 
cluding new intake, pumping station and 
other work, with new crane _ installation. 
Work is scheduled to begin at early date. 
Cost estimated close to $150,000. United 
Light & Power Engineering & Construction 
Company, 1330 Baltimore Street, is con- 
sulting engineer. 


Los ANGELES, CALir.—Bureau of Engi- 
neering, Municipal Airport, Mines Field, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
regulators and other equipment in proposed 
new steel hangar units at local airfield, in- 
cluding floodlighting facilities. Cost close 
to $2,000,000. Proposed to carry out proj- 
ect this year. 


MippLetown, On1o—Has plans maturing 
for new municipal electric light and power 
plant* and will take bids for different 
branches of work at early date. Cost 
about $1,700,000. Financing has been ar- 
ranged through federal aid. Froehlich & 
Emery Engineering Company, Second Na- 
tional Bank Building, Toledo, Ohio, is con- 
sulting engineer. 


BrrMINGHAM, ALA.—Alabama Power 
Company has plans for extensions in pri- 
mary and secondary lines for expansion in 
rural electric system, including power sub- 
station units and service facilities. Com- 
pany is arranging fund of about $350,000 
for immediate work and later will increase 
appropriation to more than $1,000,000. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN.—Electric Power 
Board is completing plans and will take 
bids soon for overhead distributing lines 
in parts of St. Elmo and Alton Park dis- 
tricts. Cost estimated close to $375,000. 
Plans have been authorized for overhead 
electrical distribution system in parts of 
North Chattanooga and Brainerd districts, 
for which estimates of cost will be made 
soon. 


Fort Wayne, Inp.—Board of Public 
Works has authorized extensions and im- 
provements in municipal electric power 
plant, including installation of new high- 
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pressure boiler unit, stoker and other 
equipment. Cost about $135,000. 


PensacoLa, Oxia.—Grand River Dam 
Authority, City Hall, Vinita, Okla., R. V. L. 
Wright, general manager, plans several 
transmission lines in connection with hy- 
droelectric generating plant now in course 
of construction on Grand River, near Pen- 
sacola, and has surveys in progress. Project 
will include power substations and switch- 
ing stations. Cost close to $700,000. Hol- 
way & Neuffer, 302 East Eighteenth Street, 
Tulsa, Okla., are consulting engineers: 


Cuicaco, Itt.—Board of Education, 228 
North LaSalle Street, plans installation of 
motors and controls, conveyors and other 
equipment in new vocational and _ trade 
school at Chicago, 87th and Anthony Ave- 
nues, comprising three buildings for shops 
and other service, three-story, 100 x 850 
feet, two-story, 100 x 775 feet, and one- 
story, 100 x 575 feet, respectively. Bids 
will be asked soon for general erection. 
Cost about $3,500,000. John C. Christen- 
sen, first noted address, is architect. 


FLoypapa, Tex.—Is considering early 
call for new bids for municipal electric 
power plant and electrical distributing sys- 
tem. Cost close to $125,000. Bids re- 


cently received have been rejected. 


Sroux City, Iowa—Sioux City Gas & 
Electric Company is considering exten- 
sions and improvements in_ transmission 
and distributing lines, including additional 
power substation facilities. Cost reported 
about $200,000. Work will be carried out 
in conjunction with 1939 expansion pro- 
gram, which will include addition to local 
steam-electric generating station, with in- 
stallation of new 2,000-kw. turbo-generator 
unit, to be furnished by General Electric 
Company. Station expansion is estimated 


to cost about $300,000. 


CLEVELAND, On1to—Eaton Manufacturing 
Company, 739 East 140th Street, plans in- 
stallation of motors and controls, con- 
veyors, electric hoists and other equipment 
in new addition to metal stamping plant 
for automobile products, for which bids 
will be asked soon for general erection. 
Cost approximately $125.000. George >- 
Rider Company, Terminal Tower Building. 
is consulting engineer. 


Syracuse, Nes.—Eastern Nebraska Pub- 
lic Power District has plans maturing for 
primary and secondary lines in parts of 
Otoe and neighboring counties, totaling 
close to 800 miles, with outdoor power 
substation units and service facilities. Cost 
about $860,000. 


KNoxviLte, Tenn.—Is_ having surveys 
and estimates of cost made by Burns & 
McDonnell Engineering Company, 107 West 
Linwood Boulevard. Kansas City, Mo.. com 
sulting engineer, for extensions and im- 
provements in municipal electrical dis 
tributing system. Report is scheduled for 
completion in February. A federal appr 
priation of $300,000 has been arranged an 
further financing will be carried out at early 
date, as may be required. 
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